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UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL DAY 
FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.11 pm]: Yesterday, 
21 March, was the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. This day is 
the anniversary of the Sharpeville massacre, which took place in South Africa in 1960. The massacre was a turning 
point in the downfall of apartheid and an event that drew international condemnation. Sixty-nine black men, 
women and children were killed, and around 180 people were seriously injured, when white police opened fire on 
a peaceful protest against the “pass laws”—a means by which the apartheid government of South Africa controlled 
the movements of anyone who was not white. Many of the protesters, all of whom were unarmed and many of 
whom were children, were shot in the back as they ran away. The United Nations proclaimed 21 March as the 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination due to the nature of this tragic event. 
To commemorate this day, since 2003, the government of Western Australia has set aside 21 March, the last day 
of Harmony Week, as a solemn day for reflection. It allows us to reflect on what can happen in a society when people 
are discriminated against based simply on the colour of their skin. Although it is important to recognise and celebrate 
the advances that society has made to address discrimination, we cannot ignore the fact that many people in Australia 
and throughout the world still suffer various forms of racism and discrimination. 
The McGowan Labor government is committed to ensuring that all Western Australians can participate equitably 
in all aspects of life free from racial discrimination. This is being achieved through initiatives such as the 
Western Australian multicultural policy framework: Guidelines and suggestions, the many multicultural plans 
developed by public sector agencies; the Western Australian language services policy 2020: Policy statement 
and guidelines, and the work of the Equal Opportunity Commission and the Office of Multicultural Interests. 
Western Australia is proud to be a multicultural state. It is our job to make sure that all Western Australians, no 
matter their background, are safe, valued and included. 
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